Top Risk Factors in DVDRC Cases

According to the Ontario Domestic Violence Death Review
Committee (DVDRC), certain risk factors are identified with high
frequency across intimate partner homicide cases. In recent
DVDRC annual reports, the most commonly identified risk
factors include a history of intimate partner violence, victim
vulnerability, actual or pending separation, perpetrator
unemployment, and excessive substance use by the perpetrator
(Office of the Chief Coroner for Ontario, 2023).
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Victim Vulnerability

Circumstances that limit a person’s ability to access safety or
support, such as isolation, economic dependence, health or
disability, immigration or legal concerns, or systemic barriers.
Vulnerability reflects external conditions, not personal weakness.

Drug Use, Unemployment & Separation

often intersect to increase risk. Alcohol or drug use can lower inhibition
and escalate conflict, while job loss and financial instability can
heighten stress, shame, and loss of control. The period before, during,
or after separation is consistently identified as one of the highest-risk
times for serious or lethal violence, particularly when these factors are

present together.

Sexual Jealousy, Mental Health & Depression
are frequently present in cases involving serious violence. Sexual jealousy
can drive controlling or possessive behaviours, particularly during
relationship stress or separation. Untreated or poorly supported mental
health issues, including depression, can increase emotional volatility,
hopelessness, and risk-taking, especially when combined with other
stressors or a perceived loss of control.




